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Synopsis:
Caleb, a severely disabled man, lives a secluded life as a church bell-ringer under the protection of his adoptive father, 
Claude Frollo. Isolated from the public due to his fear of being ridiculed by society, Caleb’s only interaction with somebody 
outside of the confines of the bell tower is with Em, his energetic and bold tutor. Caleb’s simple life is suddenly disrupted 
when enigmatic Manifestations emerge from the shadows and begin to distort everything and everyone that Caleb holds 
dear. Why do these shadowy figures find pleasure in tormenting Caleb? How does the return of Caleb’s childhood rival, 
Captain Warren Phoebus, relate to the Manifestations’ scheme? What kind of twisted reality do these Manifestations hope 
to create? Watch as Caleb struggles to live in a world that is quickly crumbling around him.   

About The Bell Ringer:
The Bell Ringer is a modern adaptation of Victor Hugo’s 1831 novel The Hunchback of Notre-Dame that explores the 
discourse and ideologies surrounding disability and male body image in today’s society. Blending the original Gothic text 
of the classic tale with newly devised dialogue, The Bell Ringer investigates the physical and social integration between 
bodies of different shapes, sizes, and abilities. The creators of this work were inspired by mediated forms of entertainment 
that exploit individuals with disabilities and a lack of recent narratives that discuss the male sex in relation to body image 
and appearance. By re-imagining the story through the perspective of a modern lens, this production asks audiences to 
inquire how and why the dark themes of Hugo’s 183 year old story are still relevant to today’s standards of the human body.
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