
Justin Mackie - Manifestation 2
Justin has been acting since he was in Grade 4. 
He has been in numerous plays for The Creative 
Theatre Company and Waterdown’s  Village Theatre, 
and has done commercials for Debbie Travis and 
the 2012 Olympics. Justin also had a TV spot for 
the television program Fear Destination.

Mackenzie Potts - Manifestation 3
Mackenzie is a high school student with dreams of 
pursuing musical theatre as a career. Recent roles 
include Gingy in Shrek the Musical, The Grinch 
in Seussical, and Leaf Coneybear in The 25th 
Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee. She would 
like to thank her family for their love and support.

Rebecca Marshall - Manifestation 4
Rebecca was voluntold to be a Manifestation in 
The Bell Ringer. The last play Rebecca was in was 
when she was in Grade 6, but if puppet shows 
count then she was in a couple of those at the zoo 
two summers ago. Rebecca was also in two other 
plays in Grade 3 and Grade 4.

Special Thanks
Christina Di Franco, Hamilton Follies Inc., The Players’ Guild, Daniel 
Penrose, Lawrence Hamilton, John Beckett, Hannah Bickle, Dr. Peter 
Cockett, Dr. Catherine Graham, Dr. Janice Hladki, Dr. Joseph Sokalski, 
Patrick Brennan, Taras Cymbalisty, Martha Ross, Christine Torres, McMaster 
Theatre and Film Society, The School of the Arts, the THTR&FLM 4A06 
class, Marie Marshall, Denyse Terry and the many volunteers of the 

Hamilton Fringe Festival! 

Connect with Bending Reality Productions!
Website: bendingrealityproductions.weebly.com 

Facebook: facebook.com/bendingrealityproductions 
Twitter: twitter.com/bending_reality 

Youtube: youtube.com/bendingrealityprod 
Email: bendingrealityproductions@gmail.com
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Directors’ Notes
It all started with a simple question: How does fear function in our 
society? Does fear set boundaries or does it challenge us to venture outside 
of our comfortable environments? This common idea among the directors 
manifested and grew into what would become the early stages of 
The Bell Ringer.

Inspired by the dark yet sugar-coated film adaptations, Jessica Marshall 
proposed that a modern day adaptation of The Hunchback of Notre-Dame 
by Victor Hugo (1831) would be the perfect opportunity to explore these 
challenging ideas. After reading the original text, we began to discover 
themes that were relatable to our present day ideals concerning beauty, 
body image, and disabilities. We connected our early ideas of fear to the 
anxieties that we face about our own appearances, and this concept created 
a new perspective for the script.

The Bell Ringer has been a labour of love and nothing short of a challenge. 
With hard work and determination, we wish for our retelling of this classic 
Gothic horror to open up discourses and dialogue about how male body 
image and desire operate in a culture that privileges those with culturally 
defined normative bodies.

“For love is like a tree; it grows itself; it roots itself deeply in our being and 
continues to flourish over a heart in ruin.” – Victor Hugo

- Taryn Crankshaw, Cameron Love, Jessica Marshall & Concetta Roche

Cast
Philip Krusto - Caleb
Philip is a graduate of McMaster, where he co-
created the award-winning play Lighthouse. 
Having worked on Jamie’s Gone (2013 Best of 
Fringe), Phil is proud to be a part of The Bell Ringer. 
Next year he will be attending the American 
Musical and Dramatic Academy in New York.

Charles Wallace - Claude Frollo
Charles is excited to play the role of Frollo in 
The Bell Ringer. Past acting credits include The 
Producer/Dessaline in Framed: A Story of Artists 
(McMaster Fall Major 2011) and Lazar Wolf in 
Fiddler on the Roof (McMaster Musical Theatre 
2014). 

Julie Diab - Em
Julie has loved performing ever since she was 
little, and she tries to incorporate theatre into 
her life as much as she can. She’s had a lot of fun 
working with Bending Reality Productions, and 
she can’t wait to show off the team’s hard work!

Danny Johnston - Warren
Danny is entering his final year at McMaster 
University. Previous acting credits include Andy 
in Simon Says (Honours Performance Series 
2014), Demetrius in A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
(McMaster Fall Major 2013), and Townsperson 2 
in Jamie’s Gone (Hamilton Fringe Festival 2013).

Kit Simmons - Manifestation 1
Kit is enthralled to be working on two Fringe 
shows again this year. She would like you to 
check out Air with Trevor Copp in the Gallery 
Mini-Series. Kit thanks her housemates for their 
patience and cats, and her parents for just about 
everything else.

Production Team
Directors/Writers: Cameron Love, Jessica Marshall and Concetta Roche

Assistant Director/Writer: Taryn Crankshaw
Stage Manager: Victoria Damone

Producer: Michael Cordeiro
Lighting Designers: Jessica Marshall and Concetta Roche
Sound Designers: Taryn Crankshaw and Cameron Love

Assistant Stage Manager: Tom Kember

Music Credits: 
“My Body is a Cage” by Peter Gabriel, licensed under SoCan. 

 All other songs and sound effects courtesy of Kevin MacLeod (Incompetech.com) and 
Freesound.org.
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